Serena Xu
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Education

September 2021— Institution: University of Wisconsin-Madison

Present Degree: M.S. in Economics (2024), Ph.D. in Economics (prospective)
Committee Members: Jesse Gregory, Christopher Timmins, Jeffrey Smith

September 2015— Institution: Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

June 2019 Degree: B.S. in Computer Science, Economics, and Data Science

Work Experience

July 2019— Wharton Real Estate Center
July 2021 Pre-Doctoral Research Specialist
Research

Working Papers

Flood Insurance Premiums, Risk Beliefs, and Residential Mobility

Perception of Actual vs. Assigned Characteristics in Audit Studies of Housing
Discrimination

Work in Progress

The Impacts of Building Regulations on Disaster Damages and Recovery
with Swati Joshi

The Community Rating System and the Optimal Design of Disaster Mitigation
Incentives
with Jesse Gregory and Chao Fu

Teaching

September 2023— Intermediate Microeconomic Theory
May 202 Teaching Assistant



Research Assistance

July 2019—
July 2021

July 2019—
July 2021

September 2022—
May 2023

June 2023—
August 2023

Fellowships

Jessie Handbury, Wharton Real Estate

Projects: “Are Poor Cities Cheap for FEveryone? Non-Homotheticity and the
Cost of Living Across U.S. Cities”,

“Income Growth and the Distributional Effects of Urban Spatial Sorting”

Gilles Duranton, Wharton Real Estate

Projects: “Mobility and Congestion in Urban India”,

“The fast, the slow, and the congested: Urban transportation in rich
and poor countries”

Jean-Francois Houde, UW-Madison
Project: Asymmetric Information in the Wholesale Market for Mortgages:
The Case of Ginnie Mae Loans

Rishabh Kirpalani, UW-Madison
Project: The Political Economy of Zoning

UW-Madison Graduate School 2-year Fellowship

Academic Organizations

September 2023 —
Present

September 2021—
Present

Institute for Research on Poverty
Graduate Research Fellow

Wisconsin Economics Graduate Organization (WEGO)
Cohort Representative (2021-2023), President (2023-2024),
Faculty Liaison (2024-2026)

Conference Presentations and Workshops

November 2024, 2025 Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM)

November 2025

August 2025

July 2025

July 2025

Fall Conference
Southern Economic Association Annual Meeting

Berkeley/Sloan Summer School in Environmental and
Energy Economics

Urban Economics Association Summer School

AEA CSQIEP Mentoring Conference



